PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
Romans 13:11-14

New Testament Lesson Manuela Seymour

Anthem “Emmanuel”

Children’s Lesson Krystle Ray

1 Gospel Lesson Matthew 24:36-44

Sermon “It’s About Time” Kevin Seymour

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

+ Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”’ UMH No. 211
(verses 1 and 6)
Announcements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Presentation of God’s tithes and our offerings
Offertory

T Doxology
(to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow:

Praise God all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Sharing our prayer concerns
Musical interlude
Prayers for the Church and the world
SENDING FORTH

+ Hymn “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” UMH No. 203

(verses 1 and 3)
1 Benediction

T Postlude
tThe congregation is invited to stand, as you are able.
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A Service of the Word

November 30, 2025
The First Sunday of Advent

Today we celebrate the first Sunday in Advent. The word Advent comes from Latin
Adventus (coming). It celebrates the most important news about the past and the most
important news about the future. Christ has come; and Christ is coming back. Just as the
coming of Christ as a baby in Bethlehem took everyone by surprise, although it had long
been predicted, so the coming of Christ in glory will no doubt take everyone by surprise,
although it too has long been predicted. We place a wreath in the sanctuary to represent
the four Sundays of Advent and the central moment of Christmas. The first Sunday of
Advent commemorates the longing of Israel for the Kingdom of God.

GATHERING AND PRAISE
Ringing the Church bell
Greeting
Prelude "An Advent Medley" Leslie Orlovsky
Choral Praise “Light the Advent Candle” Choir
1 Call to Worship Psalm 122, Isaiah 2

I was glad when they said to me:

Let us go to the House of the Lord!

It’s the place of peace for people everywhere.

All tribes and all nations, let them gather in.

Shalom, Shalom, the peace of God be here.

Shalom, Shalom, God’s justice be ever near.

It is good and it is right to praise the name of God.

Praise to the Father, and to the Son and to Holy Spirit. Alleluia!

T Prayer

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Grace of God is coming,
Bringing salvation to all!

We are a people who walk in darkness, and we search always for the light. Our
journey leads us deeper into the night of our souls, and we long to be made whole
again. We long to be released from the powers of sin and death. Yes, we have
seen the flowers bloom and the plants rise up and claim the sunlight provided for
them, but we have also seen these same plants die and wither with the sting of
winter’s cold. It is in this season of darkness that we encounter a reading from the
Book of Isaiah on this first Sunday of Advent.

Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

This is the word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

We are a people of hope, and the darkness will not overcome us. Darkness will
become light, war will become peace, and death will give way to life. We light
this candle today to provide a source of light and warmth that guides our paths
and gives us confidence for the journey, reminding us of the one true source of
everlasting hope.

Light the first candle

+ Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” UMH No. 196



WELCOME TO MORRIS CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
~ Iwas glad when they said unto me, “Let us go to the house of the Lordl” ~
This week at Morris Chapel

Sunday — Worship service @ 930 AM; Fellowship @ 10:30; Sunday School at 11.
Tuesday — Pastor’s Bible Study, 10 AM.
Wednesday — Children & Youth, 6 — 7 PM; Choir rehearsal, 630 PM.

For the good of the church

Children & Youth, Dec. 3. Young disciples will meet on Wednesday night (12/3) from 6 — 7 PM.

Angel Tree — Wrapped gifts are due in the Fellowship Hall by Dec. 7.
Questions? Karen Rosser (910-705-2766) or Linda Stack (724-831-8740).

Christmas Party Dec. 7. All the church is invited to come together on December 7 from 5 — 7 PM for games,
snacks, and fellowship. Bring a wrapped Christmas present ($5- $10 value) and a snack to share.
See Karen Rosser.

Methodist Men Dec. 8. The planning meeting for this month will be on December 8 at 6:30 PM in the
Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Card Post Office. The Media SS Class invites you to drop off your Christmas cards for others in
the church in the Fellowship Hall on December 7, 14, and 21. Please alphabetize your cards and they’ll be

placed in mailboxes for pickup.

Breakfast will be served on December 14 from 8 — 9 AM by the Methodist Men. Bring a toy to share with
Toys for Tots.

Christmas Cantata --- “Good News from Home” will be presented during our worship service on December
14 by The Morris Chapel Choir. Invite your friends and neighbors to join us.

Christmas Eve worship with Holy Communion will be at 4pm.

Missions

The Angel Tree is now in the Fellowship Hall. Please help a needy child’s Christmas wish come true by
removing one or more gift tags and purchasing the gifts listed. All gifts need to be wrapped and returned to the
Angel Tree by December 7. Directions are on the tags. Questions? Please contact Karen Rosser (910-705-2766)
or Linda Stack (724-831-8740).

Coat Drive --for children at local elementary schools. New coats only -- sizes small (6) to XL (16) boys and girls.
Toys for Tots— Bring a toy to share with a child for Christmas no later than December 14.
Local charities—Morris Chapel provides annual financial support to the following: The Breadbasket,

Christians United Outreach Center, El Refugio, Family Promise of Lee Co., Haven House, and the Helping
Hand Clinic.



New this week: Phil Spivey.

Keep these in your prayers

Morgan Baker
B. Chapman
Jeff Cummings

Mandy Dalrymple

Peggy Danielsen
Warren Edwards
Bill Farwick

Katie Garcia Hinson
Baby Samson Hinson

Casey Goldberg Jared Lett
Crystal Hall Dano Linehan
Elva Hall Maude Maloney
Dennis Hartman Nancy McDuffie
Lewis Hartman Linda McNeill
Bryant Hickman Rhonda McNeill
Edith Howard Robert Mudd
Nancy Johnson Kathy Pembroke
Susie Pierce

Ron & Peggy Scott
Donna Sloan
Shelby Truelove
Louise Walker
Dave Whitney

Bob Woolston
Sandy Woolston
Betty Zann

Send prayer requests & to Pastor Kevin @ 919-802-8286, kseymour@nccumc.org,
or use the yellow prayer card request found in your pew pocket.

Weekly Attendance, Tithes & Offerings

Attendance last Sunday: 81

Given to each of us is the opportunity to fully participate in God’s good work by supporting the
ministries of Morris Chapel in the most generous manner that you can.

Do good, be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. 1 Timothy 6:18

Serving in Worship

Acolytes Children’s Lay Readers Ushers Greeters Communion
Lesson Servers
Nov. Calleigh Baker | Krystle Ray Manuela Jason Kilmer Janice
30 Lincoln Brewer Seymour Cindy Vorholt Holder
Dec. 7 | Jase Burris Stacey Burris | Steve Huepper | Ron Mercer Linda Rylee Ray
Cole Burris George Orlovsky | Dilley Calleigh Baker
Dec. Calleigh Baker | Krystle Ray Leslie Justin Ray George
14 Rylee Ray Orlovsky JC Ray Orlovsky
Dec. Paisley Kilmer | Stacey Burris | Rylee Ray Drew Burris Danny
21 Teagan Kilmer Gary Rosser Baker
Dec. Rylee Ray Krystle Ray Jason Kilmer Donnie Carter Marian
28 Callen Morris Ian Carter Huepper

You are respectfully asked to arrange for a substitute

in the event that you cannot fill your assigned slot.

If you have changes, let Pastor Kevin or Peggy Baker know.
Thank you for serving the good of God’s church.




